
Bhikkhu Sāgarānanda Tien, Ph.D. is a Buddhist monk joggling with his Eastness and
Westness. He was born and raised in Taiwan. He came to the US for graduate studies in
engineering where he earned his Master and Doctoral degrees. Bhikkhus Sāgarānanda
is the Secretary of US Zen Institute located in Germantown, Maryland, a Buddhist
organization promoting Buddhist teachings and meditation such as Brahmavihārā-s or
Four Sublime Abiding (Loving Kindness, Compassion, Empathetic Joy, and Equanimity)
as well as Vipassanā. He also serves as the Vice President of Buddha’s Wisdom
Association, a Buddhist nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide financial and
spiritual supports and guidance for underprivileged children, especially girls with single
parent, in Sri Lanka. He considers himself as a student of religion, literature,
philosophy, art, and science.

Rev. Qalvy Grainzvolt is a native New Yorker and an ordained Shinnyo-en Buddhist
priest. In addition to serving as a meditation guide at The Shinnyo Center for
Meditation and Well-Being, he is a New York City Police Department (NYPD) clergy
liaison in the Buddhist tradition. Qalvy also served in the U.S. Army National Guard
and currently serves as the first Buddhist chaplain for the Metropolitan Transit
Authority (MTA) and its police department as well as a meditation instructor at New
York University. Qalvy holds a Master’s degree in clinical mental health counseling and
has worked extensively in treating individuals with personality disorders at NY-
Presbyterian hospital. Rev. Grainzvolt currently continues work in psychotherapy
serving prison inmates with mental health challenges.

Tenju Ruff, Osho is a Soto Zen Buddhist priest, trained in Zen monasteries in Japan and
North America. Ordained by Tessai Yamamoto Roshi in Morioka, Japan, Tenku received
dharma transmission in the same lineage. She is the head priest of Beacon Zen Temple
in Beacon, New York. In addition, Tenku holds a Master of Divinity degree from
Maitripa College, a Tibetan Buddhist graduate school in Portland, Oregon. She is also a
board certified chaplain (BCC) with the Association of Professional Chaplains and
currently works as the Director of Spiritual Services at Phelps Hospital, in Sleepy
Hollow.  Tenku is a member of the Soto Zen Buddhist Association (she recently stepped
down as President), the Buddhist Council of New York, the American Zen Teachers
Association, the Association of Soto Zen Buddhists, the Association of Professional
Chaplains. Tenku has academic training and a strong interest in ethics, which led her to
undergo Right Use of Power training with Cedar Barstow. She is also very interested in
interfaith and inter-Buddhist dialogue, and in ways people can support each other and
grow through their individual and collective challenges.
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Dr. Peter Lin is a Licensed Psychologist who specializes in mindfulness-oriented
psychotherapy. He received an M.S. in Biostatistics from Columbia University and a
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from Yeshiva University (Ferkauf Graduate School & Albert
Einstein College of Medicine). His primary predoctoral clinical fellowship was at Weill
Cornell Medical College, and his postdoctoral training was at the HIV Research Center
of Columbia University. At St. Joseph’s College, Dr. Lin has developed the Mindfulness
and Contemplative Living Minor. He has years of training in Chan (Chinese Zen)
practice and is currently a Chinese Zen Meditation teacher in the Dharma Drum
Mountain Chan lineage. He is also an active volunteer who participates in disaster
relief as a Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation commissioner. 

Rebecca Li, Ph.D. is the founder and guiding teacher of Chan Dharma Community. She
began practicing in 1995 when she was in graduate school in California and attended
her first seven-day intensive retreat in New York with Chan Master Sheng Yen, founder
of Dharma Drum Retreat Center (DDRC), in the following year. Since then she has
attended numerous intensive Chan retreats. In 1999 after moving to New Jersey she
began serving as Master Sheng Yen’s translator. In the same year, she began her
training with the Master to become a Dharma and meditation instructor. Currently,
she teaches meditation and Dharma classes and gives public lectures, lead Chan
retreats at Dharma Drum centers in North America. Rebecca received Dharma
transmission from Simon Child, and became a second generation Dharma heir in the
Dharma Drum Lineage of Chinese Chan. Rebecca is a sociology professor at The College
of New Jersey where she also serves as faculty director of the Alan Dawley Center for
the Study of Social Justice.

Malik Hokyu Walker, Ph.D. is a Soto Zen priest in the tradition and lineage of Kodo
Sawaki and Taisen Deshimaru. He received Bodhisattva and monastic ordination at
the Muhoza Kozenji Temple from the current Abbot, Richard Reishin Collins, Roshi.
He led meditation instruction for the Center for Buddhist Life at Yale University, the
Interfaith Zen Fellowship at Fordham University, and New York University’s Center for
Global Spiritual Life. Hokyu is also a scholar of religion with a Ph.D. in theology and is
an administrator and associate faculty at New York University. He is the founder of
Monju-do Zen Fellowship, a Zen dojo in Brooklyn, NY and is the president of the
North East Zen Association.
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Tashi Chodron is a lay Buddhist practitioner. She is one of the first women of her
generation in exile to receive the entire teachings of the Vajrayana path directly from
HH Penor Rinpoche (one of the greatest masters of the 20th century) including
Ngondro – Preliminary teachings, Tsalung and Dzogchen, the pinnacle teachings of the
Great Perfection. Tashi is also a Museum Educator at the Rubin Museum of Art, where
she leads the Awakening practice Morning Mindfulness meditation in the Museum’s
Tibetan Buddhist Shrine Room. Tashi leads the Awakening Wisdom Experience, a
mindfulness meditation at the Y Wellness center, and a weekly mindfulness
meditation for children virtually during this uncertain time. She taught the Awakening
Practice at Kripalu in partnership with NY Yoga and Life Magazine for
many years.

Venerable Guo Yuan is the abbot of Dharma drum retreat Center in Pine Bush, New
York, a senior monk disciple of the well-known Chan master Sheng Yen. He studied
under his teacher for over twenty years and assisted his teacher in many Chan retreats
overseas. He currently leads Chan retreats in many parts of the world including Europe,
America, México, Taiwan and other parts of Asia.

Ven. Dr. T. K. Nakagaki is a Buddhist priest, ordained in the 750-year- old Jodoshinshu
tradition of Japanese Buddhism. He is a Founder and President of Heiwa Peace and
Reconciliation Foundation of New York, and current executive officer and former
President of the Buddhist Council of New York, Hiroshima Peace Ambassador, Peace
Correspondent of Nagasaki City, Community Clergy Liaison for the NYC Police
Department, and former Vice President of the Interfaith Center ofNew York. He is the
author of three books in Japanese, A New York Buddhist Priest Walks in India (Gendai
Shokan, 2003); Diary of a Manhattan Monk (Gendai Shokan, 2010); and Manji and
Hakenkreuz (Gendaishokan, 2013) He is also a noted Japanese calligrapher.

James A. Lynch, Jr, is a Dharma Teacher as authorized by the Japanese lay Buddhist
Organization Rissho Kosei Kai. He is also their official representative for outside affairs
in the New York City area as well as an official representative to the United Nations. In
addition James is currently the President of the Buddhist Council of New York (“BCNY”)
and is also an Executive Officer for Religions for Peace USA (“RFP USA”). RFP USA is the
largest and most broadly-based representative multi-religious forum in the United
States, with participants from more than 50 religious communities, representing each
of the major faith traditions.
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